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“ |, therefore, apprehend and do attach thec 
“‘ For an abuser of the world, * practiser 
“ Of arts inhibited and out of warrant.” 


Othelio 


Krom the day our first parents fell in paradise, man has 
been the slave of the deceiver. The history of the first act 
of human folly, is the history of all: by falsehood, Adam was 
persuaded to transgress ; and some false hope to become “ as 
Gods,” still leads his children to acts which offend their 
Maker. 

The adversary did not content himself with the banishment 
of our first parents from Eden; nor did his active enmity 
cease at the death of Adam. He continues to be the foe 
of God and man; he still makes falsehood current, by con- 
necting it with truth ; “ye shall not surely die; for God doth 
know in the day ye eat thereof your eyes shall be opened ;” 
and he assumes any shape, even that of an angel from 
heaven, as readily appearing now to accomplish his purposes, 
in the form ofa moral and religious society, as at the begin- 
ning, in the form of an animal walking upright, and speaking 
like a man. 
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An tucompt~ All men are in pursuit of happmess. Each 
rable scheme otf ‘ 

pa eae ny one constantly sets before him some apparent 
good, as the motive of his words and actions; but multitudes 
are deluded with the appearance of good, when the reality is 
far from them. No conceivable scheme of delusion can sur- 
pass that which obstinately conceals every art, part, and 
pot of its peculiarities; which works chiefly by night; 
which instructs by emblems capable of various and oppo- 
site explanations ; which, in honour, confers upon the Ma- 
jesty of heaven its own profane titles; which elevates the 
Bible with the Book of Constitutions in solemn procession, 
and levels the holy oracles with a carpenter’s square and di- 
viders in the Lodge-room ; and which rests the highest claims 
to antiquity, to royal grandeur, and to inspired patronage, 
upon the single ground of faithless tradition. 

The wounds = [t js painful, as it regards the holy men who 
of a friend are Nims ‘ 
faithful. belong to the Institution of Free Masonry, to 
present the system in this view. But truth cannot turn aside ; 
the truth of the Lord does not shield the errors of his saints. 
Jacob’s treachery, David’s aggravated murder, and Peter’s 
denial with cursing and an oath, are on faithful record. Holy 
men love the truth which speaks for God, though it speaks 
against them. ‘They can endure shame and mortification for 
the Redeemer’s sake; and they will take up the cross, which re- 
quires them to renounce the secret arts and mysteries of Free 
Masonry, when they find the Institution deeply hostile to the 
Gospel. 

Pious men "Phis Number will present indisputable proofs 
Will renounce. of the delusion of Free Masonry, and will exhibit 
astounding facts to every reader ; facts which the supporters of 
Free Masonry will not know how to believe, and which they 
cannot deny; facts which will haunt the holy men in the 
Lodges to whose ears they may come, until they are compelled 
by a sense of duty to our heavenly Master, openly to come forth 
from the Mystery of Darkness, as they have secretly entered 
t; facts which will constrain them both to labour and pray, 
that their names may do more to destroy the network and lily- 
work of Free Masonry. than thev have ever done to strength- 
mm it. 
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AN IMPOSTOR. 


The man who under false pretences robs another of his 
money and his time, is a swindler, If known to be in the 
daily habit of practising upon the credulous, it is the bounden 
duty of those who have proved and do know him, to publish 
to the world his hypocritical character. Should the impostor, 
by a strange oath, bind his dupes to keep every thing secret, 
and teach them so to understand the oath, that they could 
with safety give no account of the true nature of his practices, 
this would not make it less the duty of his victims to expose 
and bring him to justice ; but would render it more their du- 
ty, as it proves him to be an impostor of the most extraordi- 
nary and desperate character. 

We have already assigned as our first reason for abjuring 
Free Masonry, that it is in person an impostor; and, for our 
second reason, that in action it freely uses false pretences to 
win of men their admiration, their money, and their time; and 
that it covers the whole matter with barbarous obligations of 
secrecy. 

In proceeding to establish these positions by _Welook to the 

3 ‘ . Books of Con- 
showing some of the pretences which Free  gtitutions 
Masonry uses to rob her victims of their treasures, it will be 
proper to distinguish the loose pretences afloat in the com- 
munity, from the pretences commonly received among Ma- 
sons, and to fix our attention upon a third class, viz. those 
which the Institution sets forth in her authorized works, her 
standard writers, and her Book of Constitutions. 

Here let it be remarked, that in speaking the __ Free Masonry 
truth of Free Masonry, we fall not into the pence emer 
condemnation of those who are presumptuous, »enourable. 
self-willed, and bold to speak evil of diguitics. Free Mason- 
ry has no dignity, except it belong to her members: them we 
respect. They are our countrymen, our kinsmen, our friends, 
deceived with the mystery of Free Masonry, but willing to be 
disabused, we humbly trust, even by an adversary, much more 
by a Christian brother and friend. ‘They are journeying with 
us through time, they are bound with us tothe same prdgnrerntt 
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seat, they have hope with us in the same salvation ; they are 
our fellow labourers in the gospel, our religious pastors, and 
spiritual guides. Surely these relations to each other afford 
tokens and motives and obligations to brotherly love, mightier 
than Free Masonry can furnish; motives and obligations 
which are strengthened by use, and are confirmed by the 
positive renunciation of all substitutes, however specious in 
appearance, or flattering in promises. 

We honour and !ove the just men, our brethren in the Ma- 
Masonic Fraternity ; but in respect to truth, we declare that 
the system of Free Masonry, graced with their names upon 
its frontlets, is a base counterfeit. As such we nail it to the 
counter ; and instead of being, by the number and respecta- 
bility of their names, deterred from our arduous duty, we owe 
it to their excellent names, and to an abused public, to stamp 
the peculiariti ; of the order base coin. 

Free Masons 


That the counterfeit is so well executed, 
receive the al } 
t 


loy for gold. as to deceive good judges, increases the ob- 


ligation to rescue a deluded people from imposition. In 


the discharge of this obligation, we do not lightly speak evil 
of that which we understand not, “ sporting ourselves with 
our own deceivings.”” We have studied the subject, bringing 
to the investigation all our understanding 


re? 


our candour, and 
our energies. ‘The convictions produced by this mvestiga- 
tion, it is our duty frankly to maintain before the world for 
the truth’s sake, and not to wound the sensibility of honour- 
able men, not to contemn the common sense of the wise. We 
are willing to suppose that the members of the Fraternity 
have never attended very closely to the peculiarities of the 
Institution ; or, if they have, that they innocently receive that 
for true and good, which can be proved to be false and bad, 

* You have taken these tenders for true pay, 

* That are not sterling.” 

Either we, after much study and observation, wholly mis- 
take the character of Free Masonry, or the honest men do, 
who sustain the institution, Conscious of rectitude ourselves 
we impeach no man’s motives: but. in the humble perform- 
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ance of duty, we inquire: can good, and great, and pious 
men justly permit their names, like beacons, to light the youth 
of our country to the dark chambers of the Lodges ! 

After the perusal of these pages, let the lovers of our Lord 
and of our common country firmly answer. 

We are met in the very threshold of inquiry The neutrals 

‘ ; " ; me “ confide in Free 
by a large class of quiet and intelligent citizens, Masonry. 
who, aiming to be neutral in this controversy, do virtually 
maintain the glorious reign of Free Masonry. ‘They declare 
that “ the question proposed involves no important conse- 
quences whatever, and to discuss it, is worse than useless, for 
much angry feeling is excited without the least possible 
benefit.” 

These are the most subtle supporters of Free Masonry. By 
their policy the falsehood is left, precisely as Satan would 
have it, quietly to do its own work. ‘“ Peace! peace!” is 
their cry, without taking pains to examine whether there can 
be peace. ‘They actually maintain the sway of Free Mason- 
ry, and protect the system with the shield of forbearance ; 
they take upon themselves the responsibility of putting to 


sleep the investigation already commenced ; and they are 


quite satisfied of the harmless tendency of the institution, 
which is the very point in dispute. 
But the supporters of the Fraternity who mis- _ Free Masonry 
. ‘ : deemed import- 
take the tinsel for gold, do not think the con-  gy4 by the Fra- 
troversy unimportant. Mark the rise of temper, ‘ty: 
the refusal to hearken, the disposition rashly to condemn, which 
is discovered even by upright men of the Fraternity, when 
they find an attempt is naking by brethren to bring to.naught 
the pretensions of Free Masonry; and the importance of 
the controversy, in their judgment, is too plainly declared. 
‘Truly, it is no light questi ‘yhether the moral and religious 
y> g juestion, whether the moral and religious 
tendency of a society, spread over the civilized world, be 
vood or bad. It is not unworthy of any American, what- 
ever his station, to inquire into the history and the nature of 
a secret association, which numbers at least 2000 Lodges 


and 500 higher Fraternities. and which gathers within its 
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mysterious halls from eighty to one hundred thousand active 
men, in this land of free inquiry. Free Masonry has a 
revenue of 100,000 or 150,000 dollars per annum, in these 
States, besides consuming the precious time of many 
industrious citizens. Add to this the very extraordinary 
claims to antiquity, grandeur, and utility, set forth by the in- 
stitution ; and no man in his senses, knowing these things, 
can deny, that important consequences are involved in the 
issue of the dispute now pending before the public, in rela- 
tion to the character of Free Masonry. 

The system of 
Free Masonry 


tried by its own &N impostor, and in action uses deceit. 
confessions. 


We allege, that Free Masonry, in person, is 


To make good our declaration, we show 
the pretences of Free Masonry; and lest the supporters of 
the system attempt to avoid the declaration, by saying :-— 
* We make no such pretences for our ancient Institution,” 
we shall carefully show that, without their leave, the Institu- 


tion makes them for itself. And that the reader may fully 
appreciate the weight of authority to be attached to the 
quotations we make, showing Free Masonry in its own light, 
we begin by publishing the names of the Masonic works 
here relied upon, with their prefatory sanctions. 


Free Mason- 


As in a trial by jury, the value of the tes- 
ry’s trumpets. : - 


timony offered depends very much upon the 
character and partialities of the witness; so in this trial of 
Free Masonry, much depends on the character and authen- 
ticity of the works we quote to her confusion. ‘The reader 
is requested to take notice of these three :— 

The Book of Constitutions, published in Massachusetts, 

The Free Mason’s Library, published in Maryland, and 

The Ahiman Rezon, published in South Carolina. 

‘They embrace one standard work for three grand divisions 
of the Union—the Eastern, Middle, and Southern, and are 
thus authenticated, 





No. 2. | AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS. 

* Book of Constitutions of the Ancient and | ——- 
Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted setts, 
Masons.” “ T'o the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

“ Your committee having deliberately examined the Book 
of Constitutions, presented by the Grand Chaplain, agreea- 
bly to your appointment, do approve of the said Book of 
Constitutions in all its parts, and do recommend it for your 
approbation. 

[Five signatures, and among them Doctors of Divinity and 
of Laws. } 


“ Boston, 25th June, 5798."* [i. e. A. D. 1798.] 


‘ Follow 
LS SANCTION, 
Reason. , 


“To all the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, the 
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, send Greeting :— 

“ Whereas, the Grand Lodge, in ample form assembled, 
on the 17th day of January, 5798, did appoint our Rev. 
Brother * * * Grand Chaplain, to revise and prepare a new 
edition of the Book of Constitutions ; and the committee who 
were empowered for that purpose, have examined, and re 
ported their approbation of the following work. We there- 
fore, authorized by a vote of the Grand Lodge, do, in their 
behalf, direct the same to be used in all the Lodges within 
our jurisdiction, and we recommend it to all other brethren. 


“ Given under our hands, and the seal of the Grand Lodge, 
at Boston, June 25th, 5798.” 


[ Signed by all the Grand Officers. ] 
We decline, in all the sanctions, giving the names pub- 
licly attached to them. They are generally the names of 


honourable men, of whom to publish the truth, in this case, 
would be defamation. 


* Five thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight! i.e. years since the be- 


ginning of Free Masonry ; which carries back the origin 3000 years before 
Solamon tothe day of Creation 
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tHE FREE MASONS’ LIBRARY. 


Grand Lodge — * Sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 
of Maryland. , . . 

Whereas, by a resolution of the Grand Lodge 
of Maryland, brothers * * * * * * [five names] were appointed 
a committee to superintend the publication of a new edition 
of the Ahiman Rezon, proposed to be published by Brother 
* * under the title of ‘The Free Mason’s Library,’ and to 
give the same the sanction of the Grand Lodge : 

“ Be it known, that said committee, having examined said 
work, do find it in every respect worthy of the sanction of the 
Grand Lodge, and, consequently recommend it to all masons 
as a faithful guide. 


iets 
~* % ¥ 


e *& * 


| . 
* * pComubiies. 
| 


x # * | 
In both the above, the terms of recommendation are most 
unqualified, the Book of Constitutions in all its parts, and the 
Free Masons’ Library, in every respect, have the sanctions of 
the Grand Lodges of Maryland and Massachusetts. 


Ahiman tezon.—* RECOMMENDATION AND SANCTION, 


The Gr. Lodge 


“ At a quarterly communication of the Grand 
of S.C. : 


Lodge of South Carolina Ancient York Masons, 
held at Bro. Robinson’s, in the city of Charleston, on Saturday 
evening, March 28th, 5807 : Resolved, unanimously,—that Bro- 
ther Dalcho be requested to publish his Ahiman Rezon, under 
our sanction and authority, for the use of the Lodges under 
our jurisdiction :—and they are hereby required to receive and 
adopt the said Ahiman Rezon in all their work, as containing 
the principles and authority, of the Grand Lodge.”— (Signed 
by the “ Grand Secretary.”’) 

From these, the reader cannot expect any thing to be stated 
in malice, or asserted with prejudice against the “ ancient and 
honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons.” 
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The pretences which Free Masonry holds out to induce the 
unwary to give her their time and money. 


No criminal was ever brought to trial,who The good con- 
a3 ‘ es ee nected with Free 
could not exhibit some form of virtue in his life, Masonry is as- 
and present some excuse for the offence com- sumed. 
mitted. We do not charge Free Masonry with making only 
false pretences. It is not our business, now, to examine how 
much truth or goodness there may be connected with the In- 
stitution ; but, truth and goodness admitted, does Freg Ma- 
sonry indulge in the most fraudulent persuasives, and false 
representations, to exalt herself in the eyes of men, and to al- 
lure the inexperienced and unwary into her lodges? For an 
answer, we will look not to any individual Free Mason, but 
to the Book of Constitutions, and t» the authorized publica- 
tions of the Fraternity. As they answer, so let Free Masonry 
be judged ; and, if found guilty, let it be renounced. 

We put our interrogatories to Free Masonry herself. 
“ What is the origin of your Institution ?” 

F. M. “Itisdivine. This Ihave repeatedly Free Mason- 

, ; - ry proclaimed 
declared in the following words: ‘which art divine. 
(the art of finding new arts, i. e. Free Masonry,) the first ma- 
sons received from God.’ See the Book of Constitutions, p. 
19. The Free Mason’s Library, p.10. And that a fact so 
important might be extensively known, I have caused it to be 
published in the same words, in many editions of the renowned 
‘ Illustrations of Masonry, by Preston, the most Worshipful 
Master of the Lodge of Antiquity, London ; also in Calcott’s 
Disquisitions, p. 90. ; and again in Greenleaf’s Strict Inquiry, 
p. 88.” 

It may be feared, that Free Masonry, in Her divinity 
these memorable words, repeated by so many wet 
authors, has, nevertheless, mistaken her own meaning; 
therefore, we volunteer to furnish further assertions in 
proof of her pretended divinity ; and, that the reader may 
judge for himself of the fulness of the evidence, we give the 


opinion of the following approved writers on Free Masonry. 
each in his own words. 


~ 
‘ 
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A Grand Chaplain, in a work sanctioned by the unanimous 
vote of the Grand Chapter of New-York, and recommended 
by the signature of one of the greatest benefactors of his age, 
and also by the hand of less notable men, twice declares, 
“ Tt is no secret that Masonry is of divine origin.” ‘Town's 
Speculative Masonry, pp. 37. 175. 

Again, the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Ma- 
sons, England, declares: [Dermott’s Ahiman Rezon, Pref. 
p. 13.] “ Certain it is that Free Masonry is a divine gift from 
God ;” and in the same words he is followed by the “ Ma- 
sonic Minstrel,” p. 337. 

Again, Smith’s “ Use and Abuse of Free Masonry,” a learn- 
ed octavo, p. 27, says: 

“ This supreme and divine knowledge (Free Masonry) be- 
ing derived from the Almighty Creator to Adam, its princi- 
ples ever since have been, and still are, most sacredly pre- 
served and inviolably concealed.” 


So one of the pretences trumpeted by Free Masonry to per- 
suade men to give her their time and money, is, that she came 
down from Heaven, that she is of divine origin! Whether 
this pretence be true or false, we stop not to consider; but 
only warn the reader, that if this does not prove Free Mason- 
ry to be an impostor, proof fails. 


“ Hail, mighty art! hail, gracious gift of Heaven! 
* To aid mankind by our Creator given !” 
Hardie’s Mon. 2d Ed. p. 70. 

This claim to divinity is not imputed by the Anti-Masonic 
excitement, is not enforced by the sanction of hostile conven- 
tions, and of authorities constituted for the annihilation of the 
institution ; on the contrary, it is set up by the Book of Con- 
stitutions, repeated by many authorized works of Free Mason- 
ry, and sanctioned by her Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters, 

“ How are the things of Esau searched out! How are his 
hidden things sought up !” 

Free Mason- Divine I’ree Masonry! When came you from 
ry’s birth day, 9 : . 
the day of crea- Heaven? F. M. “ In the dawn of creation, 
tots, when symmetry bi gan, and harmony first dis- 
played her charms.” Sec Ahiman Rezon, p. 2. 
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We freely contribute our aid to show, that in this expres- 
sion, also, Free Masonry fairly proclaims her own meaning. 
Her era is maniiest from the date of the documents in the 
preceding pages, the sanction of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts being dated “ 5798 ;” five thousand seven hundred 
ninety-eight ; that of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, 
5807 ; and so her official records and papers are usually da- 
ted, not from the Christian era, not from the era of building 
the temple of Solomon, but from the era of creation, 


* When Jehovah, from hallowed earth, 
** Gave Masonry immortal birth !” 


Illustrations of M. Lon. Ed. 1792, p. 368. 


This is enough ; but willing to multiply proof on an import- 
ant head, we refer the inquirer to the Free Mason’s Monitor, 
Part 1, Book 1, Chap. 1; to the Spirit of Masonry, p. 119; 
to Masonic poets of the two last generations ; to the [llustra- 
tions of Masonry by Preston, Chap, 1, Sec. 3; Smith’s Use 
and Abuse of Free Masonry, p. 28, and p. 108; and to Der- 
mott’s Ahiman Rezon, p. 114, where the same pretence is by 
each fully set forth, and serves to induce the credulous to give 
Free Masonry their time and money. 

Third and last question. Thou, Free Masonry, born of 
heaven on earth’s natal day! what dost thou here? 


F. M. “ I bring all comforts to the wild and _ A portrait of 
comfortless ; I teach agriculture, architecture, od hee ; 
astronomy, geometry, arithmetic, music, poesy, chemistry, go- 
vernment, and religion. I have the art of finding out new 
arts, which art I conceal for my own profit and praise. I also 
conceal the art of keeping secrets, that so the world may con- 
ceal nothing from me. I conceal the art of wonder-working, 
and of foresaying things to come, that so the same arts may 
not be used by the wicked to an evil end. I also conceal the 
art of transmuting the metals, the way of winning the faculty 
of magic, the skill of becoming good and perfect without the 
help of fear or hope, and the universal language of Masons. 
See a majority of my most approved publications.” 
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Good men Now shespeaks truth. ‘This is Free Mason- 
have been so de- ° 
juded by her,as Ty to the life: no other hand than her own, 
0 ocpProve of could have sketched the picture so correctly: 

ese monstrous . ars : 
features. for, reader, this drawing is no caricature of ours, 
it is Free Masonry’s ; every line of it is to be found in the 
Book of Constitutions, p. 15 to p. 19; and Free Mason’s Li- 
brary, p. 9 to p. 11 ; with the solemn sanction of the Grand 
Lodges of Massachusetts and of Maryland! Nor did this 
figure of Free Masonry creep into those works unobserved, 
and possess itself of the approbation of the Masonic authori- 
ties by stealth. It holds in both volumes a prominent place, 
and is accompanied with notes of explanation, like the slime 
laid over his prey by the Anaconda, to make the wonder go 
down. Were it confined to those two truly Masonic works, 
Free Masonry could not avoid it, could not answer it, could 
not shake it off. But the picture is not confined to those two 
works ; it is also published with eclat in the Illustrations of 
Masonry, by Preston, Book 3, Sec. 1; in Calcott’s Disquisi- 
tion, pp. 90,91; Pratt’s Defence of Free Masonry, pp. 194, 
195 ; in Appendix to the Spirit of Masonry ; in The Ahiman 
Rezon of Pennsylvania, compiled by a D. D. pp. 3 to 10, in- 
clusive; Hardie’s Monitor, 2d Ed. pp. 204, 205, 206; Green- 
leaf’s Strict Inquiry, pp. 86, 87, 88, 89. 

And the ancient MS. containing these absurdities, and these 
high claims to witchcraft and masoncraft, learning and re- 
ligion, is respectfully noticed in Lawrie’s History of Free 
Masonry, pp. 96,7, and 8; in the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Art. Masonry ; and, also, by the late General Grand High 
Priest of the United States, Mr. De Witt Clinton, in his Ad- 
dress to the Grand Lodge of New-York, September, A. D. 
1825, found in the New-York Statesman, 7th October, 1825, 
and in a late edition of the Free Mason’s Library, p. 344. 

Honest men Now the advocates of “ the ancient and 
must disavow k . ’ 
the Masonic honourable Fraternity” are in a great dilem- 
Books of Con- ma; how can they escape its dreadful horns ? 
oe They must either declare the Book of Constitu- 
tions, the Free Mason’s Library, and the Ahiman Rezon, to- . 
gether with the other Masonic authors quoted, and also the 
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Grand Lodges which have sanctioned them, to be, like the 
kidnappers of Capt. Morgan, a disgrace to the Fraternity ;, or 
they must confess that the system of Free Masonry is scan- 
dalously false, and unworthy of the countenance it receives. 
No man dare open his mouth to say such incredible things 
are true ; but it is true, that Free Masonry holds out these 
very things, and by her authorized heralds trumpets to the 
world the very words we have quoted, to lure the unwary into 
her dark chambers. 

“ 'This is all new to me,” says a Mason; “I know not how 
to believe it.” 

We can do nomore. Weassert animport- __The authority 

d .. Of the works 
ant fact, and make our quotations to prove it. quoted. 
We draw our proof not from one author, but from many ; 
not from nameless men ambitious of distinction at the hazard 
of being considered extravagant ; but from books of constitu- 
tions carefully compiled by select individuals, examined and 
approved by select committees, and unanimously adopted 
and sanctioned by Grand Lodges. 

The fifteen standard works of Masonry quoted, to show the 
falsehood of ti.e Institution, are hot only approved works, but 
they are the most approved by the Fraternity: and there are 
not fifteen, not seven, other treatises on Free Masonry in the 
English language, on this side the Atlantic, to compare with 
any seven of these. Thus the evidence of fraud rests not on 
the authority of one or two works, though sanctioned by the 
Grand Lodges ; but it rests on the authority of the great body 
of Masonic treatises authorized by the Fraternity. If these 
do not give a character to the Institution, the poor thing 
cannot have one. 

We know these things are new; and there- _ We publish not 
fore, at the risk of losing many old friends, and yo per a 

ghten our 
with a certainty of making bitter enemies, we rethren. 
have felt it our duty to publish them. Truth is what we seek, 
and that leads us to show the above quotations in proof, that 
Free Masonry uses the most fraudulent persuasives, the most 
vainglorious and deceitful pretences, under the seal of her 
highest sanctions, to allure the young and inexperienced, the 
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credulous and unsuspecting, into the darkness of her Lodges : 
and the good names of honest men, Washington, Warren, 
Franklin, and a list of D, D’s, are her passport to confidence ! 


“ My honoured lord, “tis true ; 
* And we did think it writ down in our duty, 
* To let you know it.”—Hamiet. 


WhatFreeMa- — Free Masonry, by its books of constitutions, 
sonry makes , . 
herself. and by its standard authors, is placed precisely 
in the shoes of the basest of all creatures, a confirmed liar. 
Her approved writers and authorized compilations trumpet 
her infamy, and have indelibly affixed the seal of her shame. 
Free Masonry cannot palliate, excuse, or in any way avoid 
this ignominy ; the Institution must be left where it has placed 
itself: with those who cannot be believed, when they speak 
the truth. 

Any man w.0 in full view of these facts, can mourn for the 
overthrow of Free Masonry, would sympathize in the grief of 
a noisy child, deprived of his drum and wooden sword ; or in 
the sorrow of those, who, at the desolation of the mystical 
Babylon, stand afar off and cry: “ alas! alas! for we have 
lived deliciously with her, and by her delicacics we were made 
rich.” A childish attachment to the pomp and parade of 
Free Masonry, or a selfish tie to the society, which has advan- 
ced their worldly honour and interests, can alone account for 
regret in sane minds at the annihilation of this vainglorious, 
deceitful, and false institution. 

And let just men take warning. She who in her books of 
constitutions solemnly declares the most atrocious falsehoods, 
does also seriously oppose herself to religious truth, and does 
faithfully, in many ways, serve the Father of lies. 

These pre- The pretences of Free Masonry are lies, 
tences deceive : , . 
the illiterate. which undermine the confidence essential to 
the intercourse of human life, and are pernicious in their ten- 
dency, though they should fail to produce any visible mischief. 
It is impossible to pronounce them harmless ; like iniquity, 
they are a two-edged sword, whose wounds cannot be healed. 
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It signifies nothing to say “ that they impose upon no one ; 
the blindest can see through them ;” for it were more reason- 
able to say, what manifestly is not true, that “ no one could 
be found wicked enough to publish so great falsehoods.” 
Wise and good men, however, have found some reason to 
publish them; learned and judicious men have, for some 
cause, given them a sanction; and it is not the fools only 
who find reason to believe them, 

Shall the scholar publish; shall dignitaries | Sanctioned by 

. , learning and pie- 
commend ; and shall divines, by their conduct, ty, 
approve these pretences, and think to defend the Society from 
the charge of deceit, upon the ground that the unlearned 
know better than to credit them? Were the ignorant de- 
livered from the imposition, those who practise it upon them 
are guilty: they lay the snare, and must be accountable for 
laying the snare ; that the prey escapes is no excuse. 

But the prey does not escape ; it is not possible it should. 
In many varied forms, with qualifications suited to the medium 
in which they float, these pretended mysteries and wonders 
of Free Masonry echo from mouth to mouth, and enter into 
the formation of many a character in the community. We 
will not encumber this page with common tales of masonic 
wonder. Free Masonry would not hold herself answerable 
for them, whatever they may be, and none can surpass in 
blackness of darkness those faithfully copied from her autho- 
rized publications, for which the Institution is answerable. 

The very learned among the brethren are Leamed breth- 
vastly deceived by the pretences of Free Ma- Ceived. on 
sonry. The great body of them whe think any thing about it, 
verily suppose that the system of Free Masonry was organized 
by Solomon, and that poor Hiram Abiff was actually slain just 
before the completion of the temple, by three fellow crafts, 
armed, as masonic tradition affirms, with a two foot rule, a 
carpenter’s square, and a common gavel: and then the 
mighty secret was lost! They do believe this, as certain as 
they believe that the St. Johns were eminent patrons of Free 
Masonry ; and it will hardly do for men who observe the 24th 
of June with masonic parade, to say that they never believed 
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St. John was a mason. We fear such will grudge us their 
thanks for enlightening them. 


Anintelligent Not only the unlearned mason, and the 
communit 1s v ° 
deitiead. learned mason, have been, and are the subjects 


of gross imposition, but the community at large is egregiously 
mistaken in its estimate of the antiquity, and grandeur, and 
godlike charity of the system of Free Masonry. Some gen- 
tlemen may beg to be made, in this one instance, an exception 
to the community. But we defy any gentleman to say, he 
had formed so contemptible an idea of the grandeur of Free 
Masonry, as Capt. Morgan’s book exhibits ; or that he had 
iudulged the thought of finding its antiquity reduced within 
the last 150 years. It is true, the first voyagers to this coun- 
try, on a perilous undertaking, are not known to have tried 
the efficacy of Free Masonry, and of its universal language, to 
introduce them to the formation of acquaintances in the new 
world. No masonic writer on record, that we have seen, 
claims either Columbus, or Capt. Smith, or Gov. Carver, or, 
indeed, one of their adventurous associates, as a member of 
the Fraternity. This is remarkable ; however, it appears still 
more surprising, that they were all in their graves, before the 
name “ F'ree Masonry” was heard in the world ; were dead, 
the youngest of them, more than 100 years before the light 
of the glory of Free Masonry beamed upon this Western He- 
misphere ! 

“ Masonry is not only the most perfect and sublime institu- 
tion, but the most ancient and moral institution ever invented 
by man.” (Elder Bradley on Masonry, pp..49 and 60.) 
Its antiquity is the confidence and the boast of its fast friends. 
If official masonic records of its recent origin, and a total 
want of proof of its antiquity, save in the bare assertions of 
an Institution to be doubted when it declares the truth, can 
avail, they will entirely demolish this strong tower of masonic 
confidence. 

Now, we aim at it a single gun, from the records of history, 
and every reader will see that it totters to its fall. We have 
a battery in reserve.—It is an axiom that one cannot be a Free 
Mason and a Catholic. 'The Catholic Church requires a full 
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confession to the priest ; but any excess or folly committed in 
the Lodge, the mason cannot confess, under the heaviest pe- 
nalties. So the two authorities, Free Masonry and the Catho- 
lic church, are at points immediately. The Catholic church 
is ancient ; in Christendom, three centuries ago, it was uni- 
versal : but where is the account of its conflicts with Ancient 
Free Masonry? They are not found until A. D. 1738. ‘Then 
Free Masonry was about 20 years old ; and the stripling be- 
ginning to trample on the rights of the church, a war ensued, 
which continues to this day. Here is the point: if Free Ma- 
sonry were ancient, why did it not sooner conflict with the 
church? Where were the Free Masons, when all Christen- 
dom were Catholics ? 

Does any one suspect they were expelled to heathen coun- 
tries, or kept quite in concealment by the thunders of the 
church ? It could not be so: every act of the Romish church 
is recorded ; and the first against the Free Masons was the 
Pope’s bull, A. D. 1738, and, again, 14th January, 1739,* di- 
rected to the suppression of Free Masonry. Had the institu- 
tion been kept down by the Romish church, it would have 
burst out with its glory in all the ceuntries of Europe at the 
time of the Reformation, A.D. 1517. But just two hundred 
years after, it made its appearance, and then burst to light in 
London, from a company of ambitious and jovial mechanics. 

Now, the institution of Free Masonry ap- _,Free Masonry 
pears weak in the eyes of the discriminate — 
reader ; it has no power to stand; it would seem unmerciful 
to scourge so feeble a frame. To hold up a prostrate victim 
tv the lash, is cruelty. To threaten a year’s discipline to such 
a system, would seem like wreaking vengeance on one, who, 
with bended knee and opening lips, is ready contritely to 
pronounce Peccavi. 

Be not deceived. Free Masonry, like Janus, _ Free Masonry 
has two faces. While she captivates with the home 9 ve ~ 
semblance of meekness in one, she hardens the ™embers. 
other like a flint. She sets her advocates to declare, that they 
honestly never knew she makes such pretences ; and she will 


*Sce Lawrie’s Hist. of Masonry, p. 122, and the Encye. Brit. Art. Masonry. 
8 
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almost persuade the reader that she never did make them, 
her Books of Constitutions to the contrary notwithstanding : 
she will bring forth a score of other pretences various from 
those quoted, and strenuously maintaining these, she will con- 
structively deny her maintaining, or having at any time main- 
tained those which are contrary: ah! she marshals around 
her the shades of the mighty dead, and she points with tri- 
umph to the upright and generous among the living, who al- 
low their names to stand registered in her rolls, and silently 
consent to constitute the strength of her walls. 

Free Masonry has ranked, and does rank, many good and 
enlightened men among her members. ‘They are hers; by 
their free consent she has a right to use their names, as she 
does use their names, both to defend her infidelity from public 
scrutiny, and, also, to decoy inexperienced youth into her dark 
chambers ; she uses them to entangle conscientious minds in 
the meshes of her profane oaths ; and to ensnare thoughtless 
souls into a participaticn of her contempt of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and of prayer, and of Christ, and of God. The proof 
is on public record. 


' bag a The time will come, and even now is at hand, 
aenly disappoin ° ° 
aie co” when just men, seeing how they have been led 


captive, or, at least, how the influence of their names and ex- 
ample is used to lead others captive, in this delusion of mo- 
rality, and offence of true religion, will yearn for an opportu- 
nity with their might to remove the evil, and to throw all their 
influence into the scale of public opinion against this system 
of hypocritical mystery. 

There are signs of uneasiness in many minds, declarations 
of regret from many lips, and the hand-writing of several! 
among the most distinguished citizens, Masons, of the state 
of New-York, testifying their belief of the injurious tendency 
of the institution, and their resolution of abandoning it. 

When came I'ree Masonry into doubt? When did the 
storm begin which threatens to level its boasted temple in the 
dust? What awakened the tempest? What gave to it 
wings? What directed its violence upon the house of vani- 
ty. the school of Hiram Abiff’ 
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THE ABDUCTION. 


In reply to these questions we state facts which we have 
heard attested before a jury, which were not qualified by an 
attempt to deny, or to excuse, or in any way to palliate them, 
and which are not to our knowledge denied by a wise man 
any where. But we introduce the testimony heard in court. 
by the mention of notorious facts useful to give a connected 
idea of the outrage which has filled a great section of New- 
York with hostile divisions, and is going on to distract neigh- 
bourhoods, wherever abettors, or defenders of the outrage, 
discover themselves. 

Capt. William Morgan, a native of Virginia, _ Character of 

; . : Capt. Morgan. 

a resident of Batavia, New-York, not faultless, 

but a man of great personal address, five years a merchant in 
the city of New-York ; who had twice crossed the Atlantic in 
the character of a gentleman ; who possessed a most retentive 
memory, extensive historical information, and acute discern- 
ment of character; who was kind and affable, gentlemanly 
and engaging above his equals, and who bravely fought the 
battle of his country, when Jackson commanded and Packen- 
ham fell; but now was, by calamity of fire and treachery, re- 
duced to poverty, and to exercise the trade of a mason, in 
which he had been educated, seeing the danger of Free Ma- 
sonry to civil liberty, the shallowness of its pretensions, and 
the profanity of its obligations, resolved to expose the hypo- 
critical system, and free his country from this powerful engine 


of intrigue. He began to publish his work in 1826. And 
thus he was advertised in many prints: 


*“* NOTICE AND CAUTION.” 


“ Ifa man calling himself William Morgan, should intrude 
himself on the community, they should be on their guard, 
particularly the MASONIC FRATERNITY. Morgan was 
in this village in May last, and his conduct while here and 
elsewhere, calls forth this notice. Any information in rela- 
tion to Morgan, can be obtained by calling at the MASONIC 
HALL in this village. Brethren and Companions are par- 
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ticularly requested to observe, mark, and govern themselves 
accordingly. 
‘* (- Morgan is considered a swindler and adangerous man. 
«<> There are people in this village who would be happy 
to see this Captain Morgan. 
* Canandaigua, August 9th, 1826." 


, re — ri- Ten days after the date of this advertise- 
ed wit is. 
eBay ie ment, viz. on the 19th August, 1826, three men 


of Batavia, and Daniel H. Dana of Pembroke, a constable, all 
I’reo Masons, rushed into Capt. Morgan’s chamber, seized his 
person and papers, as he sat writing at the desk, and hurried 
him to jail on execution, without allowing him opportunity to 
procure bail. Members of the Fraternity proceeded to search 
every part of the house in pursuit of his concealed manu- 
scripts, and carried off the trunk containing his private pa- 
pers, and his commission of captain ; which trunk and its con- 
tents were never returned, and have not been accounted for. 

His office ap- = After twenty days, viz. on Friday the 8th Sep- 
proached witha 
strong force. tember, some tens of Masons supped at the 
house of Maj. James Ganson, also a Mason, innkeeper at 
Stafford, six miles east of Batavia; and at a late hour of the 
night they approached Batavia, under the conduct of Colonel 
Edward Sawyer, of Canandaigua, with the view of suppres- 
sing Morgan’s book, then in the printing office, by force. 
Others joined them at Batavia, but a wise concern for the lives 
of the foremost in assaulting the printing office, embarrassed 
their operations, until the whole party, at four o’clock, A. M. 
was thrown into confusion by the blast of a distant horn, and 
entirely routed by the noise of the coming wheels of the Uni- 
ted States mail coach. 

The incendia~ = 'T'wo nights after, viz. on Sunday, Septem- 
a g ber 10th, 1826, having found an ally in fire, 
which fears neither powder nor ball, with the aid of straw, 
cotton saturated with turpentine, and turpentine brushed over 
the clapboards of the offices, some one applied it for the swift 
and overwhelming destruction of the printing establishment 
and its contents. 
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The offices are in the midst of the compact village of Ba- 
tavia; a family of ten persons occupied below, and six prin- 
ters slept above. It was at an hour of the night when the 
tenants of the buildings, and the inhabitants of the village, 
were wrapt in sleep. But the first flash of the fire was seen 
by a wayfaring man, who had taken late lodgings in an empty 
stage coach standing in the street ; the inhabitants were quick- 
ly aroused, and the evil was stayed. By this high crime of 
arson, the whole village was put in the most imminent dan- 
ger, for the sake of destroying Capt. Morgan’s faithful de- 
velopement of the mysteries of Free Masonry. 

The above facts are taken from the statements of men un- 
der oath, by affidavit, and before grand and petty juries. The 
following depend on statements made without an attempt at 
contradiction or explanation, by competent witnesses, at the 
trial of Bruce, and others, Canandaigua, August, 1828, and 
on the confessions of Sawyer, Lawson, and others, at their 
trial, Canandaigua, January, 1827; and at the conviction of 
French, Hurlbut, and Wilcox, for assaulting and falsely im- 
prisoning D, C. Miller, Genessee county, October, 1826. 

The system of Free Masonry began to be an the scales 

. . . . e rom many 
doubted, when misguided brethren, in their zeal eyes, 
for the institution, abused the forms of legal process, to seize, 
carry away, and unlawfully detain Capt. William Morgan and 
Col. David C. Miller, our fellow citizens, whose only crime 
was, writing and publishing the truth, contrary to the profane 
obligations of Free Masonry, an offence not recognised in the 
statute book. 

It was time that the system of Free Masonry began to be 
seriously mistrusted, when the master of a respectable Lodge, 
and a Masonic lecturer, with the aid of reputable brethren, 
under pretence of friendship, by night, enticed from the prison, 
and violently seized and bore off Capt. William Morgan, a 
brave man and a freeman, in a principal street of Canandai- 
gua, one of our proudest inland towns, stifling his voice to 
prevent his cries. 

It was time that the system began to be seriously mistrust- 
ed, when the cry, “ Murder! murder!” was twice distinctly 
heard in the same hour in our streets. and no human voice 
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echoed the sound, no hue and cry was raised, no running to 
the rescue was attempted ; but female sensibility was hushed, 
servile curiosity was silenced, and manly fortitude was dis- 
armed, by Masonic infiuence. 

It was time the system was mistrusted, when, at this mo- 
ment of violence and nocturnal horror, a hackman, at a signal 
given, came with a coach, ordered by he knew not whom, and 
in the pleasant moonlight evening picked up five men, he 
knew not whom, and turning short about, he drove with vio- 
lent haste thirty-one miles, and at daylight set, he knew not 
whom, down in a field, one hundred rods beyond a convenient 
tavern; men passing and repassing him on the road, during 
the night, in chairs and on horseback: he knew not whom, 
nor why. 

Carriageofthe = Jt was time, when in that field a carriage and 
Grand Chapter’ tech horses immedi:tely came, debited b 
pro. tem. y came, € ya 
Royal Arch Mason, their owner, to the use of “ the Grand 

Chapter pro. tem.” which carriage passed westward toward 
the frontier at a rapid rate; and although the day was Wed- 
nesday, 13th September, 1826, one of the most sultry and op- 
pressive of the season, every curtain of that coach was closed 
down ; it was not known to have a mortal in it, but it gave 
the Masonic taverns, at which it carefully stopped, the appear- 
ance of more company, than was present before its arrival, 
or after its departure. And the increase of company were 
men unknown, supposed to be going to the Masonic Installa- 
tion at Lewiston. 

_ Reaches Lew- The same carriage, after the party, with se- 
iston under pro- ‘ ; ’ 

tection of the Veral melays of horses, had driven 110 miles, 
Sheriff. was seen by the moonlight, at 2 o’clock of 
Thursday morning, 14th September, 1826, in a back street 
of Lewiston, to discharge into another carriage, with curtains 
down, a helpless man, lifted by two others, and he who su- 
perintended the work, was the highest peace officer of N jaga- 
ra county, bound by his official oath and station, both to 
maintain the constitution and the laws of the state, a respected 
citizen, an otherwise excellent officer, and an exalted Free- 
mason, since removed from office by the executive. and found 
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guilty by his country, on trial of an indictment for the ab- 
duction of William Morgan. 

The whole party were discharged from the _ eta ot 
carriage, at a point in the road, nearest of ac- geste, Past Ni- 
cess to the United States powder magazine, at *8*"*- 

Fort Niagara; from which magazine, locked and barred, a 
human voice was, at that time, heard to proceed; and in 
which magazine, at that time, the evidences of the habitation 
of a fellow creature, are not to be counterfeited, nor mistaken. 

Here the testimony allowed in court ceases; _ The catas- 

‘ ., . trophe seen thro 
but the evidence does not cease. A veil is 4 veil. 
drawn by Free Masonry over the fate of her victim, which we 
are in no haste to remove. We wait with patience its re- 
moval by the course of time, or by the hand of Free Masonry 
herself; observing only, that the veil is not so thick as to pre- 
vent many unprejudiced minds from entertaining a conviction, 
that Capt. William Morgan has been inhumanly murdered by 
the hands of the masonic conspirators, in blind obedience to 
the laws of the secret seciety ; a conviction which his resto- 
ration to his family alone can remove. 

“It is all so; but what has the system of Free —_ Free Masonry 
Masonry to do with this? If bad men will do Sa 
wickedly, they alone must bear it. Punish the ‘ining _ these 

. i : crimes. 
guilty, but let renowned Free Masonry live 
another 6000 years.” 

Reader, this was the time, and these are some of the lead- 
ing facts which first raised doubts of the excellence of Free 
Masonry in many minds. The deluded men who carried off 
Capt. Morgan, were, in the main, above the medium of re- 
spectability in their section of country, and this without re- 
proach to that section. They were by no means the dregs of 
Masonry, or of society; they were Royal Arch Masons, Gene- 
rals, Colonels, Majors, &c. ‘Their principles were as honourable, 
as high spirited men possess, save their perverse attachment 
to Free Masonry. A misconceived estimate of the value of 
Free Masonry, led them astray ; and to the institution itself 
they are indebted for that error ; to the system, which boasts 
of its divinity, and its antiquity, they owe their mistake of its 
worth, and of their own obligations. It is undeniable. and 
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Free Masonry is responsible for their high handed misde- 
meanour, for their fearful guilt. 

Again, when the deed was done, and a watchful public be- 
gan to arouse itself for acquiring information, so little was 
known, and so many falsehoods were put in circulation, that 
for many weeks it could not be determined to what point of 
the compass Free Masonry had borne her victim, and the 
course of inquisitive justice was so impeded, that, by the re- 
quest of the Executive, the Legislature appointed @ special 
commission with high powers, to investigate the transactions. 
The appointment presupposes a necessity for so extraordinary 
a commission ; and that necessity was found, by the Execu- 
tive and Legislature, in the obstructions thrown by Free Ma- 
sonry in the way of public justice, to screen her faithful ser- 
vants from the sentence of our legal tribunals. And the Mys- 
tic Tie is held both to answer for tempting, by the legitimate 
effects of her false pretences, our valuable citizens to commit 
the crimes ofarson and kidnapping ; and, also, for stubbornly 


maintaining them in their wrong, when they had unfortunately 
yielded to her temptation. 


THE EXCITEMENT UPON THIS SUBJECT JUST. 

When these things are done in the land, it is highly proper 
to inquire, “ by what authority?” And let it not seem 
strange that the excitement such conduct creates, is great, or 
that the spirit it awakens, is terrific to the guilty. True, the 
life of one citizen, however beloved, if sacrificed by ruffians, 
could never so disturb the public peace; and, therefore, to 
many it is unaccountable, that so much feeling should be 
awakened by the loss of one studiously vilified in the public 
esteem ; it’ is to them but a return of the days of witchcraft, 
when the soberest minds were swayed with strange delusion. 
A murder by But here lies the difference ; if one were 
a known to have been sacrificed by ruffians, all 
the neighbourhood would unite to ferret out the offenders. 
None would say, “ if the ruffians have done it, it is well done ;” 
none would throw a mantle over both the deed, and its per- 
petrators ; none would cover up the blood with tremendous 
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imprecations of secrecy; none would jeer at the honest et- 
forts of independent citizens to discern the true nature of the 
crime, whether it be only false imprisonment, or murder, and 
to bring the offenders to justice ; none would openly defy the 
power of the Jaws to punish the offence. And, if many did 
do these things, then an excitement would arise, and ought 
to arise, proportioned in some measure to the number and 
influence of those who abetted the crime. 

It is not the amount of one life, (dear as any man to his 
dependent widow, and helpless orphans,) it is not the amount 
of one life we regard, but it is the right of any system, or society, 
in this country, to take that life contrary to the laws of the 
land. It is the right of any system, under any circumstance, 
to protect from the laws its guilty brethren, which right we 
question, and will bring to trial before a public deeply in- 
terested in the decision. 


“'The excitement” is often reproached, as The __ spirit 
- ‘ , ; which asserted 
if men were certainly in the wrong, because our national In- 


excited. ‘This is equally unjust and unreason- 4ependence. 
able. Excitements are necessary to the performance of an 
arduous task ; they are the natural fruit of wrong and oppres- 
sion. ‘They are not a new thing in the world; the pages of 
American history treat of many; but never of one more just, 
than that which is aroused by the licentiousness of citizens 
confessedly acting in obedience to their apprehension of 
masonic duty. 

‘The Stamp Act excitement burst into a flame, A. D. 1765. 
The news of the enactment of that offensive measure, filled 
every American bosom with indignation, but only brave men 
dared then utter it above their breath. Combinations were 
secretly formed to resist it; union gave courage; the act was 
hawked through the streets, stamped with a death’s head, 
and entitled, “ The Folly of England and the Ruin of Ame- 
rica,” while the bells tolled the death of Liberty, on the day 
of its first operation. The people in their grief knew not 
what they did ; they seized and destroyed the stamps ; roughly 
used the stamp officers ; assaulted the dwellings, and injured 


the property of those who supported the odious get; and hy 
9 
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their spirited measures, procured a present repeal of the Stamp 
Act, and a never dying glory. 

The tea-tax excitement vented itself in a still more violent 
manner. It burst over the agents and collectors upon the 
government which appointed them; and not content with 
refusing the taxed herb a landing upon the wharf, they sunk 
it by the chest in the depths of the sea. 

Those times were full of excitement; the bare perusal of their 
historical record, will fill the patriot with emotion, and will, 
moreover constrain the judicious observer to confess, that any 
excitement continually gaining strength, continually rising 
and expanding, must, of necessity, be sustained by repeated 
aggressions; and in a country, determined to be free, the ex- 
citement will inevitably bring-ruin upon the oppressor. 

Our forefathers felt wronged, injured in their dearest rights, 
and in reliance upon Him who governs in righteousness, they 
arose with their strength, and hurled defiance at the foe. 

But those noble spirits were the mirth of their enemies, 
when they chose to defy the power of the British empire, ra- 
ther than pay a paliry tax on tea, glass, paper, and painters’ 
colours. ‘Their patriotism was construed into selfish ambition, 
their loyal designs were calumniated, and their leaders were 
first denounced as demagogues, then outlawed as rebels. 

Did our noble fathers regard the amount of the tax? Did 
they heed the additional cost of three-pence a pound on tea ? 
Was it not for the bare principle they contended? “ ‘Tax- 
ation and representation are inseparable.” They refused 
the tax bills of parliament, not for their amount; it was the 
right they resisted, and wholly the right, of any power on 
earth, to take their earnings without their consent. ‘They 
shed their blood to secure to their posterity the right of trial 
by jury, the reign of equal laws, and the privileges of life, l- 
berty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

They poured out their lives, to establish the reign of laws 
emanating from the will of the people ; and we, their offspring, 
will not patiently see those laws violated, their power defied, 
and their sanctions despised. We can bear the loss of a hun- 
dred and of a hundred thousand citizens in defence of our 
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constitutional privileges ; but not the loss of the meanest and 
humblest, whose liberty or life is taken contrary to those 
privileges. 

FREE MASONRY’S ABUSE OF POWER. 


Is it possible, that a my sterious system, of recent grandeur, 
can, by its dogmas, in this blessed country, urge respectable 
citizens grossly to offend against the public peace; by its 
monstrous oaths of secrecy, withhold the truth from those le- 
gally authorized to demand it; by its scofls and jeers, mock 
at the men who freely give their time and money to aid the 
reign of the laws! And yet does it point to our jurists and 
divines, our lawgivers and executive officers, as its sponsors 
and supporters. It provokes a smile, when empty Free Ma- 
sonry struts in consequential aprons, assuming the veneration 
of age, the grandeur of true dignity, and the respect due to 
usefulness! But it moves our deep indignation, when this 
same Free Masonry induces a Jarge number of enterprising 
and respectable citizens, countenanced by hundreds, and jus- 
tified in their highest transgression, to conspire together and 
to accomplish a violation of private rights, such as our land 
had not witnessed, since the days of its independence. And 
this original outrage, enormous as it is, sinks into insignifi- 
cance in comparison of the hardihood with which she braves 
inquiry, and of the virulence of her calumnies, and the daring 
of her threats. 

SUBJECTION OF THE PRESS. 


It were incredible, if our own eyes did not witness it, thai 
when these things are so, the public press has been held for 
the most part silent, in subjection to this mysterious system ; 
the press has oftener been the vehicle of her slanders, than 
the defence of those who have bravely withstood her ususpa- 
tions ; it has been made to feel dependence on, and to fear to 
offend a system, whose ramifications extend throughout so- 
ciety: and thus it is, that, in all our country, Capt. Morgan 
is believed to have been nearly a brute; those humane men, 
who, not dreaming of his death, commenced searching for 
him, as a neighbourhood would hunt for one of its prominent 
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members suddenly and strangely missing, are thought to be 
beside themselves, infatuated, deluded beyond example, since 
the days of triumphant witchcraft; those men who, being 
convinced that a great iniquity has been practised, have, in 
defiance of threats mysteriously given, and threats given ex- 
plicitly, resolved to search out the true character of the offence, 
and the unhappy perpetrators; and to this purpose have cheer- 
fully contributed months of time, and hundreds of money, 
without hope or wish for earthly honour or reward, beyond 
the consciousness of having done their duty, are classed with 
demagogues and avaricious partisans, who would barter the 
liberties of their country for office, and the hopes of their off- 
spring for gold ; and, monstrous aggravation of wickedness ! 
lest the virtuous and unfortunate woman whom Free Mason- 
ry has robbed of a husband, and the helpless children whom 
Free Masonry has robbed of a father, should by their piteous 
condition excite the sympathies of a compassionate public, 
the press, the palladium of our liberties, has been, by some 
influence, made the vehicle of extensively circulating a re- 
proach the most severe an honest wife can endure, a reproach 
the most humiliating an unfortunate child is ever called to 
bear; a reproach, we may add, worthy to be invented and 
circulated by those only, who commit arson and kidnapping, 
or defend those crimes. 


The inhabitants of the counties which were the scene of 


this outrage, are awake to the dangerous principles it 
involves ; they are exceeding jealous of the system by which 
it was contrived and executed. They feel that a secret sys- 
tem, capable of a deed of such daring, is one not merely to 
be watched with jealousy, but to be extirpated. They fear 
not a fate similar to that of Capt. Morgan, but they are in- 
stinctively impressed with the belief, that their interests are 
not safe, when put in competition with the interests of the 
brethren ; and that, as a respectable Sheriff did on one occa- 


sion entirely forego his duty to the constitution and laws of 


his country in favour of the obligations and laws of Free Ma- 


sonry, many times such a Sheriff may warp from his oath of 


office in favour of his oath to the brotherhood. 
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Men become vicious by degrees. The most daring crimes 
are not committed by children in wickedness. Early guilt is 
timorous; it hardens only with time, and grows bold by re- 
peated transgressions. Societies form no exception to this 
rule. They cannot at once countenance high crimes; and, 
if guilty of them, it is demonstration, that they have long been 
pupils in folly’s school ; that they have offended before, though 
undiscovered. 

“ By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and com- 
mitting adultery, they break out, and blood touches blood.” 

Hos. iv. 2. 

If men not of the Fraternity are safe from the “ killing,” 
they yet fear, when “ killing” breaks boldly out, that “ swear- 
ing, and lying, and stealing, and committing adultery,” are 


within. These they dread, when killing is justified ; and, in 
their own defence, they labour to annihilate the mystery which 
has accomplished this wickedness: their mighty vote at the 
recent election is proof of their earnestness, and the promise 


of success. 
Reader, are you a professed disciple of the Address to 
Christian breth- 
Lord Jesus? And do you belong to the so- son, 
ciety which shrouds itself in darkness; whose deeds shun 
the light? Does your name and influence support the mystic 
order, which solemniy professes in its Book of Constitutions, 
to teach equally morals and magic, the fear of the Lord, and 
the art of wonderworking; religion and sorcery? Foul union 
of sin and holiness, fitly represented by the pr..anation of the 
sacred scriptures in the orgies of a nocturnal society! Fitly 
illustrated by sinners coming uniformly to the throne of grace, 


without regarding the righteousness of the Mediator ; obeying 
the Book of Constitutions, rather than the precept of Jesus : 
whatsoever ye ask in my name, I will do it. 

That you have been ignorant of this, we know, and the im- 
portant fact is our apology for presenting you this sheet. You 
have seen the holy volume spread open in the Lodge room, 
and reverently borne in the pompous procession through our 
streets ; and have not been aware that the Book of Constitu- 
tions which accompanies it, takes the inspired writings along 
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for the honour of the company, and for a cloak of its own de- 
lusive mysteries and diabolie arts, You have attended to the 
pious professions of this self-styled divine and eternal Institu- 
lion, not considering that they are only a sweetmeat to cover 
the falsehood and blasphemy of many doctrines and practices. 
You have seen and rejoiced, that even Free Masonry teaches 
the love of our Father in Heaven; but you have not suspected 
that this was a mere show, to conceal practical hatred and 
contempt of the only begotten of the Father. That Free 
Masonry, in the constitutions of the lodges, professes to be a 
religious, as well as a moral society, you have known with 
satisfaction ; but you have been unmindful, that the religion 
of the Book of Constitutions is not of Christ; that, in any 
part, not even in the often repeated funeral service, over the 
grave of a deceased brother, does it once make mention of 
his name, who, at the tomb of Lazarus, declared, “1 AM 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.” 

And are you, Christian Brother, so blindly attached to Free 
Masonry, that you will refuse to examine it? Will you turn 
away from this tract, freely offered to your perusal, and 
threaten it with the flames, if left within your door, because, 
in your judgment, it comes from perjured hands? When 
respected teachers of our holy religion exhibit this strong at- 
tachment to the Daughter of Night, we need renewedly obe 
humble for human infirmity ; that we belong to a race, whose 
minds enlightened by learning, cultivated by politeness, and 
adorned with grace, are, nevertheless, capable of loving the 
darkness of Free Masonry, and of adhering to it, when ex- 


posed to the world in its naked form, with the desperation of 


devotees. ‘The prophet wrote for every succeeding genera- 
tion of men: Ephraim is joined to idols ; let him alone. 

Every mason, with a moment’s reflection upon the facts 
before him, must be sensible, that the system of Free Ma- 
sonry is rotten in its constitution, and depraved in its tendency. 

It is professedly religious, and so it is held by honest men. 
It is professedly irreligious, and- so it is held by the wicked. 
Both professions are fully set forth in the Books; one only 
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can be true, and, taken either way, this convicts Free Masonry 
of falsehood and deception. 

Should any brother judge us for not bringing into view the 
holy doctrines of the order, he is hasty. Our aim is, granting 
those doctrines, to show, by well established facts, that Free 
Masonry is like a church hypocrite, seemingly pious, but se- 
cretly wicked. Brother, to prove the hypocrite to the public, 
you would not detail his acts of charity, his prayers, and ob- 
servances. You would leave him to do that, while you gave 
the spot, the hour, and the enormity of his continued trans- 
gressions. 

So we do by Free Masonry. And all the difference be- 
tween us, and the supporters of the institution, lies in this one 
point: they regard its prayers and alms as sincere ; while we 
tell the writer, page, and words ; the time, and place, and acts, 
proving it to be a hypocrite of the most abandoned character. 

If each brother will kindly receive this information, and 
calmly inquire how he can have been deceived? the answer 
is ready, and conveys no reproach to his integrity ; to wit: 

Entering the Lodge upon the point of a sharp instrument, 
in the name of the Lord, he has been deceived with the belief 
that the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the God of Free 
Masonry. 

He will be undeceived by the consideration, that the Hin- 
doo Mason enters the Lodge upon the point of a sharp instru- 
ment, in the name of the Lord Brahma; the Chinese, in the 
name of the God Fo; the Tartars, in the name of the Grand 
Lama. And the conclusion of the matter is, that the novice 
of every nation enters in the name of his idol; which to the 
constitutions of Free Masonry is one thing with the Lord of 


Hosts. ‘This, is Free Masonry’s ingenious mode of teaching 
Atheism. 


He has been deceived, seeing the holy oracles always open 
in Lodge, and honoured in the paraphernalia of Free Mason- 
ry. Hehas thought it proceeded from true reverence of God’s 


Word, and has loved the institution, which so honours the 
Sacred Scriptures. 
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He will be undeceived, if he calmly considers, that Free 
Masonry, in the realms of Mahomet, pays precisely the same 
reverence to the Koran, which, in Christendom, she pays to 
the Bible. In India she reverently places the Shaster by the 
side of the Book of Constitutions, and pompously carries the 
records of heathen mythology with great solemnity in the 
procession, and lays it unceasingly open in the Lodge room. 
But she cares neither for the one, nor the other; for the true 
God, nor for any God. Her object is to deceive men. She 
regards the Bible, the Koran, and the Shaster, with equal fa- 
vour, and neither of them one pin, only as she makes them 
contribute to her own glory. 

These facts are plain, and if brethren are cool, they must 
see that Free Masonry is totally—say it for yourself brother— 
* UNPRINCIPLED.” 

Is this saying that Free Masons are unprincipled? By no 
means. Free Masonry is unprincipled; Free Masons are 
deceived. 

Many Free Masons, dissatisfied with the order, and convinced that it does 
more harm than good, are yet unwillimg to renounce its oaths, and to defy its 
penalties. We do not wonder that the penalties of the oaths restrain respecta- 
men from a hasty renunciation of their conceived obligations, The entire 
renunciation of Free Masonry is a step accompanied with many difficulties, 
and if taken at once might endanger a fall: by dividing the step, perfect safe- 
ty on the ground is absolutely secured. Let conscientious Masons say pub- 
licly, under their hand, “ The Institution of Free Masonry is an evil.” Such 
a declaration will place their influence where it ought to be, without ex- 
posing their throats to the knife of every self-constituted executioner of Ma- 
sonic justice: such a public declaration will in some degree clear their skirts 
of the falsehood and iniquity now practised and partially concealed under the 
shelter of their names, without exposing their wives to widowhood and to sys- 
tematic defamation, their children to orphanage and infamy, and their own 
good name to foresworn scandal and contempt. 

We propose the following formula : 

WE THE UNDERSIGNED, HAVING FORMERLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FREE MA- 
SONS, DEEM IT OUR DUTY, WITHOUT INTENDING TO INCREASE EXCITEMENT, OR 
TO WOUND THE FEELINGS OF OUR MASONIC BRETHREN, PUBLICLY TO DECLARE, 
THAT THE SYSTEM OF FREE MASONRY 1S IN OUR JUDGMENT OF A TENDENCY, ON 
‘THE WHOLE, PERNICIOUS TO THE MORAL HABITS, AND DANGEROUS TO THE CIVIL 
AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS OF OUR COUNTRY. 

Gentlemen willing publicly to subscribe the above, are invited to leave 
vith us their names, as far as possible, post free 





